
DURHAM KENNEL CLUB 

COISTITUTIOI AID IY-LAUS 
DURHAn lEIIEl CLUB 

<Adopted ftiY Zl. 1973> 
<Revised October 11, 1~82> 

<Revised ftarch 18, 1985> 

Constitution 

ARTICLE I 

lame and Objectives 

SECTIOI 1. The name of the Club shall be Durhaa lennel Club, Inc. 

SECTIOI 2. The objects of the Club shall be: 

(a) to further the advanceaent of all breeds of pure-bred dogs; 
(b) to do all in it•s pouer to protect and •dvance the interests of all breeds of pure-bred do~s and 
to encourage sportsman like competition at dog shous and obedience trials; 
(c} to conduct sanctioned matches, dog shous, and obedience trials under the rules of The AMerican 
t:ennel Club. 

SECTION 3. The club shall not be conducted or operated for a profit and no part of any profits of 
retaaiii(Jers of residues fr~ du~s of donations to the Club shall inure to the benefit of any 1181ber 
or individual. 

' SECTIOI 4. T~e aesbers o~ the Club ,hall adopt and .ay froa time to tiae revise such by-laus as .ay 
be required to carry out these objedi•Jes. 

BY-LilliS 

fiRTIClE I 

ne!lbership 

Sect!un 1. Eligibility. There sball be f~ur types of .e.bership, Junior fteabersbip, Associate 
fte.bersbip, Regular ft~ership, and Honorary-life n~ership. Associate and R~gular fteabership is 
open to perso~s eighte~n y~~rs of age and older uho are in good standing uith tb~ A.eri~an Kennel 
Club and uho subscribe to the purpost of ·this Club. 

Associate nembership: Associate ftember~hip is open to neuco.ers to the Club and to persons uhose 
~enhip has . been ter11inated b!:l expulsion (Article 111>. Duration of such lrellbership shall not be 
less than s.i)( Mnihs nor !IIOf~ then helve 1110ntt.s. After six -.ontbs, an &ssociati! ftellber •as a,ply 

· for re9ular Regular rleK>e_rship. All p;ivileges of the Club, uith the exception of voting and 
. holding elective office, art ava.ilabl.e to Associate ftellbers. 

· Regular rtediership: Upon adoption of these by-Javs, all IM!IIben .in good standing as of that date 
shall become. Regular . ~eabers . of the Club. tmy person uho at any ti~~e prior to the adoption of these 
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by- Javs uas a ae.ber of the Club and uhGse ~ership uas tenainated by ~ans other than expulsion 
aay, by paying the M!lbership dues and suOO.Hting appUcation for -.e.bership, btCOII£ a Regular 
lhsber of tbe Club . ~11 other persons uis hi ng t~ becaM ReSHili:r llellbers IIUSt aaintain satishctory 
IJgoci ote neatership for a period o! not less than six aanihs before applying for Regular 
ftembership. All privileges of the Club are available to Regular nelbers . 

Junior llembershi p: Junior n~ership is open to pers~ns under the age of eighteen years p( age uho 
are ira good ~-r ;l nd ing Yl"tn The '-erican {enn!:' · Clot anfi ;.~ho ~ul:tscribe to the purpose of this Club. 
All privi )eg~ ~ of the Club, uith the except ion of hol ding elective office and votin9, are available 
to Junior fte&bers. 

llonorary - lHe ftelibership: Honorary - LHe fteabershiF' is to be conferred on special ~ers of the 
club as recognition of special contributions to the club by those individuals. Ra.es of candidates 
for this honor llli!'\1 IH! proF-osed by the Board of Directors or submitted to the Secretary in uriting 
for cons iderat ~;: '" +, ~ ,:: :l \1-ard oi Directors. The Board shall consider these petitions at its next 
regu l ar l!lie t'tin!.<. ,, s.hall submit ih rec ~...endati@s to the ~t.embership for ~ vate uithin 
three l!l!Ontbs of th~ ,_. ,., .. en the petition ~as acei~o~ed by the Secretar!i. Honorary-life !Jelllbers 
have all the rights and P• , '·' i leges of a regular ltellber. Honorary-life r!elllbers sha 11 not be required 
to pay annual dues. 

llhi!~ lbelllbenh i p is to toe unrestricted as to residence, the Cl ub,s pr iaary purpose is to represent 
the breeders and exhibitors in the iaediate area. 

Sect i Of! 2: Dues. nemtership fiu;:• shall be as follolls: 

Junior rt~ership -------- - -------------- fl.OO per ~ear 
Associ ate Plefilberstdp -------------------- f5. 00 pe-r year 
Resrular fteinbership ----------- ---------- flG.OO per year 
h9ular lilel!lbership for hu~-hand l uHe -·· $15.00 per year 

"embership dues are payable on or before the first day of January of each Ye~r. Regular n~~bers 
Joinin9 the Club after Sept ~~~· er 1 shall pay one halt of the annual dues for that year. lo Regular 
ftember !!laY vote uhose dues ar~ twt paid for ttu~ current ·year. During the .onth of lo~o~ellber, the 
Tre~s urer shall send to each ~,er a state.ent of dues for the ensuing year. 

SE CT! M' :i " t r• _,<>>· .. ·· u p, Eadl applicant for me!lbership strall apply on a for• as ar-proved 
by ·a,. t•j iJ(, c! e( i;r ;·. . i.'!id ch shall provide that the applicant agr ees 'l;ij abide by these 
consti t ution ;;til t;y-la ·~ and the rules of The ~rican Kennel Club. The app li cation shall state the 
naii!e, address, and occupation of the applicant and it shall carry the endorse~~ent or t!lo melllbers. 
9c[~~anyin9 the aPplication, the ~r~spective .ember shall subait dues payment for the current year. 
AI ! applications ire to ~ ! filed uith the Secretary a~d each application is to be read at the first 
aeeting of th~ Club !o li >i ng i ts rece ipt. At the next Club .eeting the application uill be voted 
upon and aH i raatiYe Y~~ of 3/4 of the. aeabers present and voting at that 11eeting shall be 
requ i red to elect the aPr-" caot. 

Applications for .embersbip uho have been rejected by the club aay not re-apply uithin ~ix .onths 
after such rejection. 

SECT! O~ 4. Termination or ne!lbersh ir, fteabership sa~ be terainait':;h 

(a) by resignation. Any lllelllber in got•d ~tanding aay resign fr011 the Club upon uritten notice to the 
Secretary: but no llellber ~~ay re~i9n \!hen i n debt to the Club. Dues obligations are considered a 
debt t o the Club and they bee~ incurred on the first day of each fiscal year. 

(b} by lapsi ng. ;, roeliben.hip ui ll be considered as lapsed and autoaatically terainated if such 
~er<s due s r emain unpaid ~0 days after the first day of the fiscal year, ho~ever, the Board aay 
grant an additional llO days of grace to such delinquent Mellbers in .eritorious cases. in no case 



Durha. kennel Club Constitution l By-laus Page 3 

•ay a person be entitled to vote at any Club .eeting uhose dues are unpaid as of the date of tbat 
aeeting. 

(c) by expulsion. A IM!IIbership .ay be terJainated by expulsion as provided in Article VI of these by­
laus. 

ARTICU 11 

fteetings .nd Uoting 

SECTIOI 1. Club neetings. neetings of the Club shall be held in <or uithin 25 ailes of) the City 
of Durhaa, I. C. on the third nonday of eacb aontb ,uith the exceptions of July and August, at 
such hour and place as aay be designated by tbe Board of Directors. Nritten notice of each such 
aeeting shall be aailed by the Secretary at least 10 days prior to the date of the -eting. For the 
purpose of conducting business, the quorua for such .eetings shall be at least 1~/. of the Regular 
n~ers in good standing. 

SECTIOI 2. Special Club neetings. Special Club aeetings aay be called by the President, or by a 
aajority vote of the me.bers of tbe Board uho are present and voting at any regular or special 
aeeting of the Board. and shall be called by tbe Secretary upon receipt of a petition signed by five 
ll!elllbers of the Club uho are in good standing. Such special aeetings shall be held in <or uitbin 2) 

ailes of) the City of Durham at such place, date. and hour as .ay be designated by the person or 
persons authorized hereir1 to call such meeti_ngs. Nritten notice of such a aeeting shall be .ailed 
by the Secretary at least 5 days and not aore than 15 days prior to the date of the aeeting, and 
said notice shall state the purpose of the aeeting, and no other Club business aay be transacted 
thereat. The quorua for such a aeeting shall he 151. of the Regular neabers in good standing. 

SECTJOI 3. Board neetings. The Board of Directors shall bold aeetings during the .onths of 
F~bruary, Apr i l, August, September, lovember, and Deceaber each year uithin 25 ailes of the City of 
Durham at such times and places as may be designated by the Board. Uritten notice of each such 
meeting shall be .ailed by the Secretary at least 5 days prior the the date of the aeeting. The 
quorUIII for such a ~r~eet.ing shall be a aajor ity of the Board. 

SECTION 4. Special Board neetings. Special aeetings of the Board aay be called by the President, 
and shall be called by the Secretary upon receipt of a uritten request signed by at least three 
Members of the Board. Such special meetings shall be held in (or uithin 25 ailes of) the city of 
Durham at such place, date. and hour as aay be designated by the person authorized herein to call 
such aeeting. Nritten notice of such meeting shall be aailed by the Secretary at least 5 days and 
not aore than 10 days prior to the date of the aeeting, or telegraphic notice shall be filed at 
least 3 days and not .ore than 5 days prior to the date of the aeeting. Any such notice shall state 
the purpose of the meeting and no other business shall be transacted thereat. A quorua for such a 
.eeting shall be a aajority of the Board. 

SECTIOI 5. Voting. Each Regular fteaber in good standing vhose dues are paid for the current year 
shall be entitled to one vote at any .eeting of the Club at ubich he is present. Proxy voting uill 
not be penaitted at any club aeeting or election. 

ARTIClE III 

Directors and Officers 

SECTIOI 1. Board of Directors. The Board shall be co.prised of the President, Vice-President. 
Secretary, Treasurer, and (five) other persons all of uboa shall be Regular fteabers in good standing 
and all of uhoa shall be elected for one-year te~ at the Club's annual .eeting as provided in 
Article IV and shall serve until their successors are elected. General aanage.ent of the Club's 
affairs shall be entrusted to the Board of Directors. 

SECTIOI 2. Officers. The Club's officers, consisting of the President, Uice-President, Secretary, 
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and Treasurer shall serve in their respective capicities both uith re9ard to the Club and its 
~etings and the Board and its ~etings. 

<a> Tbe President shall preside at all ~etings of the Club and of the Board, and shall have the 
duties and pouers nona4lly appurtenant to the office of President in addition to those particularly 
specified in these by-laus. 

(b) The Uice-President shall have the duties and exercise the pouers of the President in case of the 
President~s death, absence, or incapacity. 

(c) The Secretary shall keep a record of all ~etings of the Club and of the Board and of all 
•atters of ubich a record shall be ordered by the Club. He shall have charge of the correspondence, 
notify members of ~etings, notify neu ~ers of their election to .elbership, notify officers and 
directors of their election to office, keep a roll of the ~ers of the Club uith their addresses, 
and carry out such other duties as are prescribed in these by-laus. 

(d) The Treasurer shall collect and receive all ~·nies due or btlonging to the Club. He shall 
deposit the same in a bank designated by the Board, in the na.e of the Club. His books shall at all 
ti.es be open to inspection of the Board and he shall report to the. at every ~eting the condition 
of the Club's finances and every ite. of receipt or payaent not before reported: and at the annual 
meeting he shall render an account of all ~nies received and expended during the previous fiscal 
year. The Treasurer shall be bonded in such a.ount as the Board of Directors shall determine. 

SECTION 3. Uacancies. Any vacancies occurring on the Board or aaong the officers during the year 
shall be filled until the next annual election by a .ajority vote of all the then ~ers of the 
Board at its first regular meeting follouing the creation of such vacancy, or at a special Board 
neeting called for that purpose: except that a vacancy in the office of President shall be filled 
autoaatically by the Uice-President and the resulting vacancy in the office of Vice-President shall 
be filled by the Board. 

ARTIClE IU 

The Club Year, Annual neeting, Elections 

SECTIOI 1. Club Year. The Club's fiscal year shall begin on the I st day of June and end on the 31 
st. day of nay. 

The Club's official year shall begin immediately at the conclusion of the election at the annual 
meeting and shall continue through the election at the next annual ~eting. 

SECTION 2. Annual neeting. The annual .eeting shall be held in the .anth of nay at uhich Officers, 
Delegate to The Aeericair Kennel Club, and Directors for the ensuing year shall be elected by secret, 
vritten ballot from among those nominated in accvrdance uith Section 4 of the Article. They shall 
take office immediately upon the conclusion of the election and each retiring officer shall turn 
over to his successor in office all properties and records relating to that office uithin 30 days 
after the election. 

SECTIOI 3. Elections. The noainated candidate receiving tbe greatest nUiber ol votes for each 
office shall be declared elected. The five noainated candidates for other positions on the Board 
vho receive the greatest nUMber of votes for such positions shall be declared elected. 

SECTIOI 4. loainations. lo person aay be a candidate in a Club election uho has not been 
n~inated. During the ~nth of Deceaber the Board shall select a loainating Co.mittee consisting of 
three ~ers and tuo alternates, not ~re than one of uhom shall be a ~er of the Board. The 
Secretary s ~ ?ll i~diately notify the committe~n and al~ernates of their selection. The Board 
shall n~ a Chairman for the Committee and it shall be his duty to call a committee ~eting uhich 
shall be held on or before February !st. 
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(a) The Co.aittee shall noainate one candidate for each office and tor Delegate to the ~rican 
Kennel Club, uho .ay but need not be, an officer or director of the Club, and five other positions 
of the Board, and, after securih9 the consent •f each person . so noainated, shall i.-ediately report 
their noainations to the Secretary in uriting. 

(b) Upon receipt of the loaination Comaittee's report, the Secretary shall before February 15 th 
notify each .eMber in uriting of the candidates so noainated. 

<c> Additional nominations may be made at the lpriJ .eeting by any ~er in attendance proYided 
that the person so noainated does not decline ohen his na.e is proposed, and provided further that 
if the proposed candidate is not in attendance at this .eeting, his proposer shall present to the 
Secretary a uritten state~~ent from the proposed candidate signifying his uillir.gness to be a 
candidate. Except for the position of Delegate to the American Kennel Club, no person aay be a 
candidate for ~re than one position, and the additional nominations ubich are provided fore herein 
aay be aade only frDfll illllong those lllellbers uho have not accepted a r,oeination of the loainating 
C011111i ttee. 

(d) lominations cannot be aade at the annual .eeting or in any aanner other than as provided in this 
Section. 

ARTICLE V 

C0111ittees 

SECTIOI 1. The Board aay each year appoint standing committees to advance the uork of the Club in 
such .atters as dog shous, obedience trials, trophies, annual prizes, aembership, and other fields 
uhich aay uell be served by comaittees. Such co.mittees shall alvays be subject to the final 
authority of the Board. Special committees aag also be appointed by the Board to aid it on 
particular projects. 

SECTIOI 2. Any co.mittee appoin~nt say be ter.inated by a aajority vote of the full &embership of 
the Board upon uritten notice to the appointee: and the Board aay appoint successors to those 
persons uhose services have been terainated. 

ARTIClf VI 

Discipline 

SECTIOI 1. Aaerican Kennel Club Suspension. Qny aeaber uho is suspended froa privileges of The 
American Kennel Club autoaatically shall be suspended fora privileges of this Club for a like 
period. 

SECTION 2. Charges. Any ~er may prefer charges against a aeaber for alleged aisconduct 
prejudicial to the best interests of the Club. Uritten charges ui th specifications .ust be filed in 
duplicate uith the Secretary uith a deposit of $10.00 uhich shall be forfeited if such charges are 
not sustained by the Board follouing a hearing. The Secretary shall promptly send a copy of the 
charges to each aeaber of the Board or present thea at a Board neeting, and the Board shall first 
consider ubether the actions alleged in the charges, if proven, aigbt constitute a conduct 
prejudicial to the best interests of the Club. If the Board entertains jurisdiction of the charges 
it ~hall fix a date of a bearing by the Board not less than 3 ueeks thereafter. The Secretary shall 
pr~tly send one copy of the charges to the accused ~er by registered aail together uith notice 
of the hearing and an assurance the the defendant aay personally appear in his oun defense and bring 
uitnesses if he uishes. 

SECTIOI 3. Board Hearing. The Board shall have co.plete authority to decide uhether counsel aay 
attend the bearing, but both complainant and defendant shall be treated uniforaly in that regard. 
Should the charges be sustained, after hearing all the evidence and testimony presented by 
ca.plainant and defendant, the Board aay by a .ajority vote of those present suspend the defendant 
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froa all privileges of the Club for not ~re than six ~nths fro. the date of the hearing. And, if 
it de~ that punishlent insufficient, it .ay also rec~nd to the ae.bership that the penalty be 
expulsion. In such case, the suspension shall not restrict the defendant's right to appear before 
his fellou-.embers at the ensuing Club aeeting ubich considers the Board's rec~ndation. 
l~diately after the Board has reached a decision, its findings shall be put in uritten for• and 
filed uith the Secretary. The Secretary, in turn, shall notify each of the parties of the Board's 
decision and penalty, if any. 

SECTJOI ~. Expulsion. Expulsion of a ~er froa the Club aay be acco.plisbed only at a aeeting of 
the Club follouing a Board hearing and upon the Board's recoa.endation as provided in Section 3 of 
this Article. Such proceedings may occur at a regular or special aeeting of the Club to be held 
uithin bO days but not earlier than 30 days after the date o! the Board's recommendation of 
expulsion. The defendant shall have the privilege of appearing in his oun behalf, though no 
evidence shall be taken at this meeting. The President shall read the charges and the Board's 
findings and rec~ndations, and shall invite the defendant, if present, to speak in his oun behalf 
if be uishes The meeting shall then vote by secret ballot on the proposed expulsion. a ~3 vote of 
those present and voting at the meeting shall be necessary for expulsion. If expulsion is not so 
voted, the Board's suspension shall stand. 

Article VII 

SECTION 1. ~ndments to the constitution and by-lavs .ay be proposed by the Board of Directors or 
by vritten petition addressed to the Secretary signed by fifteen percent of the .elbership in good 
standing. ~ndments proposed by such petition shall be proartly considered by the B~rd of 
Directors and .ust be su~itted to the aembers vitb rec~ndations of the Board by the Secretary 
for a vote uithin three liOnttts of the date uhen the petition uas received by the Secretary. 

SECTION 2. The constitution and by-laus may be amended by a l/3 vote of the members present and 
voting at the regular or special meeting called for tbe purpose, provided the proposed amendlents 
have been included in the notice of the Meeting. 

SECTION 3. lo amendment to the constitution and by-laus that is adopted by the Club shall become 
effective until it has been approved by the Board of Directors of The American [ennel Club. 

ARTICLE IX 

Dissolution 

SECTION 1. Dissolution. The Club aay be disselved at any time by uritten consent of not less than 
2/3 of the llie!lbers. In the event of the dissolution of the Club, uhether voluntar!f or involuntary 
or by operation of la~, none of the property of the Club nor any proceeds thereof nor any assets of 
the Club shall be distributed to any .embers of the Club but after payaent of the debts of the Club 
its property and assets shall be given to a charitable organization, for the benefit of dogs, selected 
by the Board of Directors. 

ttRTICL£ IX 

Order of Business 

SECTIO• 1. At business Meetings of the Club, the order of business, so far as the character and 
nature of the ~~eeting may perliit, shall be as folious: 

Roll Call 
ftinutes of last neeting 
Report of President 
Report of Secretary 
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Report of Tre~surer 
Reports of C~ittees 

Constitution l By-l~us 

Election of Officers ~nd Board <at annual neeting) 
Election of neu ae.bers 
Unfinished business 
leu business 
Adjourn.ent 

P~ge 7 

SECTION 2. Rt meetings of the Board, the order of business, unless otberuise directed by .ajority 
vote of those present, shall be as folious: 

~eading of •inutes of last .eeting 
Report of Secretary 
Report of Treasurer 
~eports of Committees 
Unfinished business 
leu business 
Adjournaent 

SECTIOI 3. Robert 's Rules of Order Revi~ed uill govern all .atters to parlia.entary procedure not 
covered by these by-laus, provided such rules of order are not inconsistent 
uith specific provisions of the by-laus. 


